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Part XVII:  Global Cooling.  To date, Seeing the Round Corners has presented an overview of rebuttal by the Nongovernmental Panel on Climate Change (NIPCC) of the faulty science and methods used by the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  The IPCC’s four-part report identified earlier in this series is being relied on by Congress in debate on the cap and trade bill.

If ever there was an issue that warrants the “be damned if you do, and be damned if you don’t” cliché, global warming is it.  We ordinary citizens tend to view the world in our own little microcosm, forgetting, or failing to acknowledge there is a huge world out there where climate change has been going on since before the beginning of man.  


If asked, when would you the reader say global warming was discovered?  For perspective, some of the confusion about the occurrence of climate change arises because the observing public (you the reader) tends to look at things observed in their adult lifetime.  But climate changes occur so slowly, changes are almost unnoticeable in the span of an ordinary human’s lifetime.  

Since Columbus visited the Caribbean in 1494 and wrote about it, human beings have believed that climate was impacted by cutting the forests, draining the marshlands or irrigating the land as is done so widely in the western part of the United States.  Nothing has a swifter impact on climate change than human civilization.  Even the ancient Greeks recognized that animals grazing on land to a state of bare dirt “might change the temperature and rainfall in the immediate vicinity,” an impact that many modern ranchers refuse to recognize and thus protect riparian areas along streams.    Destruction of riparian areas along streams by overgrazing results in rapid climate change in those areas – destruction that takes only a few short years, not decades.  

As development occurred in early America, especially the eastern part of North America, dramatic change became obvious in a single lifespan as the forest was clear cut to make way for farmers to plant crops, without realizing such methods were counter to their very purpose.  Even in the early 19th century, experts warned of the consequences of clear cutting (then called deforestation):  the flow of water in rivers fell, rapid runoff of rainwater caused floods, and ultimately less rainfall on the area.  

In Europe, professors raised the question of requiring reforestation, pointing to areas of the orient that were turned into impoverished deserts through deforestation of areas that were once lush lands.


While deforestation caused climate change to occur quicker than any single event, except humanity, the Ice Age was thought to occur slowly.  During the late 19th century, by studying three types of evidence, geologists determined there had been not just one Ice Age but several.  Scientists looked at deposits left on land, took samples of sea floor sediments and core samples by drilling deep into ice.

While an ice age is thought to occur gradually, scientists point to mammoths found with grass still undigested in their stomachs which meant that apparently the climate changed in a single night before the grass could be digested.  

Speculation on sudden climate change is that it could have been caused by volcanic eruptions emitting clouds of ash and smoke or the rising and lowering of mountain ranges due to the Earth’s plate tectonics.  Remnants of ancient rivers now found on hillsides in the Alps were studied by German geologists who determined four major ice ages.  Other paleoclimatologists attributed the patterns of glacial cycles to “minor changes in sunlight caused by slow variations of the Earth’s orbit,” but real explaining and understanding of the glacial cycles was a century away.  


For those readers who may believe the NIPCC is the only naysayer of global warming, take heart, there are others.  Don J. Easterbrook, Professor Emeritus of Geology at Western University, Bellingham, WA, also challenges the IPCC’s predictions on global warming in an article titled “Global Cooling Is Here:  Evidence for Predicting Global Cooling for the Next Three Decades.”  


In his article, Easterbrook charts warm and cool cycles since 1470 AD, based on oxygen isotope ratios from the GISP2 Greenland ice core.  The results:  “Alternating climatic warming and cooling has occurred every 27 years since 1470 AD, well before atmospheric CO2 began to increase.”  


Comparison was made by Easterbrook of global warming in the past century to “at least 10 global climate changes in the past 15,000 years.”  “None of these sudden global climate changes could possibly have been caused by human CO2 input because they all took place long before anthropogenic CO2 emissions began.”


Easterbrook also studied alpine glacier fluctuations.  He found the Glacial Decadal Oscillation (GDO) correlated well with climate records as to glacial advances and retreats.  Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) showed “warming and cooling of the Pacific Ocean that correlated remarkably well with glacial fluctuations.  Easterbrook said, “All but the latest 30 years of changes occurred prior to significant CO2 emissions so they were clearly unrelated to atmospheric CO2.”  

     Conclusions by Easterbrook:  

· The Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) has shifted to its cool phase right on schedule as predicted by past climate and PDO changes;

· The Pacific Decadal Oscillation typically switches from warm to cool mode every 25 to 30 years, which it did in 1977-1998;

· Comparisons of historic global climate warming and cooling over the past century with Pacific Decadal Oscillation and North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO), glacial fluctuations and sun spot activity show strong correlations and provide a solid data base for future climate change projections;  
· NASA’s imagery showing the shifting PDO and NAO to their cool modes virtually assures several decades of global cooling and the end of the past warm phase (1977-1998).  Establishment of the cooling modes means the IPCC predictions of catastrophic global warming this century were highly inaccurate; (writer’s emphasis)   
· Global warming (i.e., the warming since 1977) is over.  The minute increase of anthropogenic CO2 in the atmosphere (0.008%) was not the cause of the warming – it was a continuation of natural cycles over the past 500 years; and
· The ramifications of the global cooling cycle for the next 30 years are far reaching – e.g., failure of crops in critical agricultural areas (it’s already happening this year), increasing energy demands, transportation difficulties, and habitat change.  All this during which the global population will increase from six billion to about nine billion.  The real danger in spending trillions of dollars trying to reduce atmospheric CO2 is that little will be left to deal with the very real problems engendered by global cooling.  

    The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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